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Statement of Purpose

Exhibitions of Japanese art and historical museums in museums outside the country are on the frontlines
for education and research about Japan's culture in the countries where those museums are located. The
Power of Dogu exhibition held at the British Museum in 2009 was thronged day after day with many
visitors. The fact that the exhibition got across the cultural value of the Jomon period clay figurines for
which the exhibition was named to a broad cross section of the public including people previously unfamiliar
with them is still vivid in the memory.

For those people already interested in Japanese culture, there remains the need to provide them with
some means that goes beyond holding an exhibition for further deepening their understanding of the
materials on display and moving toward a better understanding of that culture. One effective approach can
be Internet-based collaborations with specialized museums in Japan.

For this symposium, we have invited curators from museums outside of Japan that exhibit and oversee
research on materials related to the country to report on current realities at their home institutions and
hear what kind of information they wish to obtain from Japanese museums. In addition, they will have the
chance to engage in discussions with their Japanese co-panelists and in the process all will gain a
perspective on what the proper form should be for an international museum network in tune with the

realities of the digital age.
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AOODBLOCK PRINTS OF DOMESTIC "WESTERNIZATION™ (1868-1912)

The remarkably swift "Westernization" of Japan In the late-19th and
early-20th centuries was most vividly captured in popular woodblock
prints. Images from the Jean S. and Frederic A. Sharf Collection at the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston Illustrate the great political, social,
cultural, and industrial transformations that took place.
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Double Impact: Japan and the Internationalization of Museums

Anne Nishimura Morse
(William and Helen Pounds Senior Curator of Japanese Art
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)

In April 2015 the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston and Tokyo University of Arts organized an exhibition that
opened at the University Art Museum entitled Double Impact: The Art of Meiji Japan. The show examined the
different avenues of artistic communication between Japan and the United States and the growth of
constituencies that led to the rich visual culture of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The
Meiji era, as we all know, was a dynamic time of internationalization when from the outset both Japan and

the West were committed to learn more about each other and to learn from each other.

With the advent of the digital age Japan and Western institutions are now positioned to expand the vision
of internationalization that was begun in the nineteenth century. However, for there to be a true
international network, the exchange by necessity cannot be just one-way. Internationalization does not just
mean that Japanese scholars become more aware of Japanese objects abroad. It also means that Western
scholars become more fully engaged with their colleagues and are provided access to collections in Japan.
Thus, the establishment of meaningful relationships will require planning and careful coordination by all

parties.

In its mission statement the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston has already underlined its obligation "to the
people of Boston and New England, across the nation and abroad" in "celebratling] diverse cultures and
welcom[ing] new and broader constituencies." One way that my institution has attained that goal is
through the documentation and digitalization of its collections. The groundwork for digital collaborations
was begun more than twenty years ago. In the Japanese section there had been no recataloging of its
painting, sculpture and decorative arts holdings since Okakura Kakuzo organized them in 1905; the prints
had similarly not been reviewed since the tenure of Robert Treat Paine, who died in 1965 before completing
the task. Furthermore, publishable photographic images did not exist for more than 95% of the collection.
However, with the implementation of a systematic examination of the Museum’s Japanese holdings through
a fourteen-year collaborative project of MFA staff and visiting Japanese scholars funded by the Kajima
Foundation for the Arts the objects were catalogued, photographed, and made accessible to the scholars and
members of the public. Since that time the Japanese Print Access and Documentation Project, spearheaded
by the MFA with the assistance of teams of volunteers and advice from scholars across the world, has led to
complete publication of the Museum’s ukiyoe collections on our website; similar projects have been launched

for our holdings of woodblock printed books.
If Japanese institutions intend to belong to an international network, they will likewise have to open their

collections. Digital access should be provided to all objects in collections, not just the highlights. By doing

so, institutions are committed to the free transmission of information. The benefits of such open access to
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the general public are perhaps obvious, but they also accrue to the particular institution as greater
awareness is accorded to their collections as a whole, rather than to select objects. Scholarship in here-to-
fore overlooked fields grows. Bilingual documentation is also critical for the development of an international
network of communication. Many institutions in Japan have instituted English-language sections on their
websites, which are immensely useful. Of further benefit would be the publication of exhibition catalogues

that provide at least synopses of the essays in English as well as fully bilingual object lists.

The organization of the exhibition Double Impact of course required numerous meetings of the curators and
studies of the collections in person, but the ease of digital access to each other made possible a collaborative
undertaking, one in which all parties were able to contribute to the intellectual framework of the project.
Digital access to the catalogue now that the exhibition has closed would be the next logical step to sharing

information on a wider level.

Transcending the gallery: dogu in hyperspace.
New media and the Museum

Simon Kaner
(Director, Centre for Japanese Studies at the University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK and
Head, Centre for Archaeology and Heritage, Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese
Arts and Cultures)

The development of online resources, along with social media and new technologies associated with
computer gaming offer many new ways for global audiences to engage with Japanese prehistory in ways
that transcend the traditional museum gallery and published book. How can we begin to assess the impact
that these new media have on the public understanding of museum collections, and of the past, present and

future?

This presentation will begin with a review of the exhibitions The Power of Dogu: ceramic figures from
ancient Japan’ and ‘unearthed: prehistoric ceramic figures from Japan and the Balkans’ held at the British
Museum in 2009 and the Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts at the University of East Anglia, Norwich, in
2010. T will explain the rationale behind the exhibitions, both of which formed part of a larger research
project called ‘Dogu: spirits of clay’ which was funded by the UK Arts and Humanities Research Council
from 2008-2010. It is possible that these exhibitions helped stimulate a boom in interest in prehistoric Jomon
culture, further fuelled by subsequent exhibitions at the Tokyo National Museum, and a number of regional
museums around Japan, notably the Miho Museum which held a special exhibition on Dogu: a cosmos in
2013. Dogu have featured in other exhibitions in Europe and around the world (listed in the timeline below),
and the interest in Jomon archaeology can perhaps also be linked to initiatives such as the bid to have a
series of 18 Jomon sites in southern Hokkaido and northern Tohoku inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage

site, as well as a move to have the cauldron (E2/K%) for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics in the
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designed after a Jomon Flame pot.

I will then go on to consider the role that online initiatives can play in deepening understanding of
ancient cultures. I will introduce several projects that I have been involved in. The first is JISC-funded the
Online Resource for Japanese Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, sponsored by Hitachi Europe plc and
developed by the Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures. I will compare this to
online resources developed by the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, and more recently by the

British Museum, which has just launched the Google Cultural Institute.

The paper will conclude with some thoughts on future directions, including social media at the Society of
East Asian Archaeology 7" World Congress in Boston, USA, in June 2016 and the 8" World Archaeology
Congress in Kyoto, Japan in August 2016, the possibility of an Archaeological Olympiad leading up to the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics and Paralympics, and the growing interaction between archaeology and contemporary,

including digital, art.

Timeline of exhibitions and other presentations of Jomon culture outside Japan:

1868: Paper on the ‘Stone Age of Japan’ presented at the Third International Prehistory Congress in Norwich and
London by Augustus Woollaston Franks

1879: Edward S. Morse publishes the first scientific report of an excavation of a Japanese archaeological site,
‘The Shell Mounds of Omori’

1888-1891: Tsuboi Shogoro studies in London, and sends regular reports back to Tokyo as 2 > F i3

1908: The first English-language synthesis of Japanese archaeology is published by Neil Gordon Munro, as
Prehistoric Japan

1955: J.E. Kidder publishes Jomon pottery of Japan’ (followed in 1968)

1957: Gerhard Groot publishes ‘Japan in Prehistory’ based on his PhD at Cambridge University, the first PhD
about Japanese archaeology

1977: Exhibition of Japanese archaeology in Canada

1992: Ancient Japan exhibition at the Sackler Galleries at the Smithsonian Institution, Washington DC

1998: Jomon exhibition at the Maison de la culture du Japon (HZASX{b&£E) in Paris, with introduction by
Claude Levi-Strauss

2001: Flaming pots: art and landscape in Jomon Japan exhibition at the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge and the
Shinto Arts exhibition at the British Museum

2004: Zeit der Morgenréte exhibition in Mannheim and Berlin, Germany

2009: The Power of dogu: ceramic figures from ancient Japan at the British Museum

2010: unearthed: prehistoric ceramic figures from Japan and the Balkans at the Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts at
the University of East Anglia, Norwich

2013: Launch of the online, open access Journal of Japanese Archaeology by the Japanese Archaeological
Association (www.jjarchaeology.jp)

2014: Launch of the Online Resource for Japanese Archaeology and Heritage (www.orjach.org)

2015: Launch of the Online Dictionary of Japanese-German-English Archaeological Terms (www.wakoku.eu)
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Online resources:

www.orjach.org (Online Resource for Japanese Archaeology and Cultural Heritage)

www.wakoku.eu (Online dictionary of Japanese-German-English archaeological terms)

www.jjarchaeology.jp (Japanese Journal of Archaeology)

http://www.vads.ac.uk/collections/ ARTWORLD.html (Artworld website of online collections at the Sainsbury
Centre for Visual Arts, University of East Anglia, Norwich)

http://sitereports.nabunken.go.jp/en (Comprehensive database of Japanese archaeological site reports)

https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/collection/the-british-museum (Google Cultural Institute makes

British Museum collections available online)

The Japanese Collections of the National Museum of Ethnology,
Leiden, The Netherlands

Matthias Forrer
(National Museum of Ethnology, Leiden)

It was beyond doubt the establishment of the Royal Cabinet of Curiosities in 1816 that made the Dutch
finally start building comprehensive collections of Japanese cultural artefacts. Until then, it was trade and
profit, most directly seen in precious metals such as gold and silver, later also copper, that brought us to
Japan in 1600, and also the goods that we could gather all over the world and especially in southeast Asian
markets for which there was a demand in Japan. And, of course, we also exported lots of porcelains and
lacquerware, but the best quality items found their market in other European countries. In addition, many
servants employed by the Dutch East India Company on the Japanese trading post at Deshima, Nagasaki,
sold whatever they could buy in Japan in Batavia, the first destination of all returning ships.

But with the establishment of the Royal Cabinet, this would change. Its director wanted to make a
display of objects of art, industry, and science from all over the world. And so it were collectors such as Jan
Cock Blomhoff (in Japan 1817-1823), Johan van Overmeer Fisscher (in Japan 1820-1829), and Philipp Franz
von Siebold (in Japan 1823-1829), who would be the first to try and make comprehensive collections in
Japan, so that the public in the Netherlands could get to understand what Japanese culture was, how they
lived, and how advanced its technology was. These three collectors together assembled something like 8,000
items that now represent a time capsule of Bunsei-period Japan that has no equal in the world.

A closer investigation of the collection made by Blomhoff, Kapitan of the Dutch trading post, reveals that
he wanted on the one hand to evoke an image of how the Dutch lived at Deshima and in Japan — by means
of a display of a scale model of Deshima, with all the houses and warehouses, a group of puppets
representing the four-annual court journey to Edo, and some models of Japanese and Chinese boats. On the
other hand he also wanted to offer a quite comprehensive view of how the common Japanese lived, as well
as giving us a glimpse of the higher classes. He would start this presentation with a family, that is life-size
puppets of a man, his wife and their five-year’s old son and daughter, plus a newborn baby, more samples of

clothing and hairdo, and accessories for both men and women. Then, some puppets illustrating various
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episodes from Japanese history would precede a presentation of all kinds of various tools and implements,
such as musical instruments, weapons, implements used in falconry, used in the marriage ceremony, for
preparing tea, a clock for knowing the time, the tools used in farming and by carpenters, or daily in any
household, for amusement and pastime, including a large selection of children’s toys.

Working from the notes in his account of the Court journeys of 1818 and 1822, it seems safe to say that he
made some 70 tot 80% of his collection of some 2,000 items during these two journeys. And we can identify
at least for some 45% where he bought the items and even on which day. The same goes also largely for the
collection made by Fisscher, who accompanied Blomhoff on the 1822 Court journey. It must be said,
however, that Fisscher also had his preferences, leaving, for example, the tea ceremony utensils to Blomhoff,
rather focusing himself on a large collection of coins from all periods, a much larger selection of paintings,
and a much more comprehensive collection of books on all kinds of subjects.

A comparison with Siebold’s approach to collecting reveals a totally different philosophy: Siebold was
primarily interested in technology, that is how Japan’s natural resources were manufactured and made into
items that could be exported for profit — it must be said that he had no ambition to make anything like a
comprehensive collection in order to inform us of Japan, other than his work on the Flora Japonica (1835-1841)

and the Fauna Japonica (1833-1850). And yet, he would become the best-known Japan researcher.

The Guimet National Museum of Asian Art in Paris and the History of
its Collections

Michel Maucuer

(Musée Guimet, France)

The Guimet Museum was founded by Emile Guimet (1836-1918), a native of Lyon and a passionate of all
sorts of things, especially the history of religions. In 1876, Guimet travelled to Japan in the company of a
painter, Félix Régamey (1844-1907), and gathered a collection of Buddhist statues and paintings. He first
tried to build a museum in Lyon, his birthplace, to house his collections, but realized promptly it would be

better to have it in Paris and gave his collection to the State in 1884.

However, it is only from 1923 on, when a new director, Joseph Hackin (1886-1941), was appointed, that the
museum started shifting definitely from a museum dedicated to religions toward a museum dedicated to the
civilizations and monuments of Asia. In 1927, the same year the museum became a national museum, the

collections of the Indochinese museum housed by the Trocadero Museum entered the Guimet museum.

In 1945, at the end of World War II, the collections of the far-eastern department of the Louvre Museum
also joined the Guimet Museum, which became the French national museum of Asian art. The Louvre
collections included a number of prestigious collections given or bequeathed by generous collectors such as
Isaac de Camondo (1851-1911), Ernest Grandidier (1833-1912), and many others. Formerly mostly dedicated

to Buddhist sculpture and painting, the museum added to its collection a great number of Japanese prints,
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ceramics, and other decorative arts. The Ennery Museum and the collection gathered by Clémence
d’Ennery (1823-1898) were bequeathed to the state, and this institution became a branch institution of the
Guimet Museum. Today the Guimet Museum houses some 65.000 works of art, and the Musée d'Ennery,
around 7.000. Among the 65.000 items housed today at the Guimet Museum, 11.000 are Japanese works of
art, including 6.000 ukiyo-e prints, 500 paintings, 1.500 ceramics, and important examples of Japanese
Buddhist sculpture. Besides organizing exhibitions, the museum still makes acquisitions in the fields of

ancient and modern Japanese art.

The Outline of the Japanese Collection of the MAE RAS
(Kunstkamera). Its History, Peculiarities, Collectors, Masterpieces and
Cooperation with the Japanese Partners for its Research and
Preservation.

Alexander Y. SINITSYN
(The Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography [Kumnstkamera], Russia)

The Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography of the Russian Academy of Sciences (the MAE RAS) in St.
Petersburg also known as “Kunstkamera”, for it is the inheritor of the historic Kunstkamera, the first
Russian state public academic museum, was founded by Emperor Peter the Great in 1714.

The Museum possesses a considerable Japanese collection numbering more than ten thousand items. The
collection has been gathered in the course of 300 years by the joint efforts of an international “team” of more
than 160 collectors and donators of the Russian, German, Dutch, Swedish, Finnish, Japanese, Danish,
British, French, Croatian, the USA and Mongolian origin.

Since the times of Peter the Great it became a tradition for the Russian Emperors to facilitate the
development of the Japanese studies of the Emperor's Academy of Sciences and contribute its Academic
museum (Kunstkamera) with the Japanese items. The successors of Peter the Great — Katherine the Great,
Alexander I, Nicholas I and Nicholas II donated hundreds of Japanese pieces to the Academic museum.

As far as the Museum focuses on the ethnographic issues, its collections are aimed to illustrate all aspects
of the ethnic cultural traditions of the pre-industrial period, as well as the present-day surviving and
transformation of traditional cultures. So, the MAE RAS Japanese collection highlights the main aspects of
the Japanese traditional culture: the everyday life, traditional ceremonies, feasts, customs, cults and crafts.
It comprises the following types of items: items illustrating traditional crafts; items of everyday life —
housewares, crockery and tableware utensils; items of Buddhist and Shinto cults (sculptures and paintings
in their number); traditional measuring devices, clocks, navigation instruments; items of traditional
costume and its accessories; traditional Japanese swords, weapons and items of the samurai culture;
musical instruments, traditional theatre and ceremonial costumes and accessories; traditional Japanese
dolls, okimono, jizai-okimono, netsuke, misemono; utensils for various traditional games; traditional medicines

and physician utensils; smoking accessories; models of traditional Japanese houses, vessels, transport;
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items of the Ainu culture; illustrative materials: photo-collections (beginning from the late Edo period) and
various printed materials.

However the MAE RAS collection is not confined just to the Ethnographic topic proper; many items can be
viewed as works of traditional Fine and Applied arts. First of all, it is a collection of more than 200
paintings (early 18™ — mid. 20" cc.) of various styles and genres, schools and formats. There is also a
collection of ukiyo-e prints and artistic lacquers, as well as items of the so called “export” Japanese art
manufactured to the orders by the Dutch Ost-Indian Company (the VOC) officers and other foreigners in the
Edo period Japan.

If the history of the formation of the Kunstkamera/ MAE RAS Japanese collection is concerned, the
following periods can be specified: 1) The early collections (since the day of Kunstkamera foundation until
the signing of the Shimoda Treaty of 1855). 2) The collections of the Meiji — early Taisho periods (since 1855
until the Revolution of 1917). 3) The Soviet period collections (1917 — 1991). 4) The present—day collections.

The MAE RAS has the earliest in Russia permanent public Japanese exposition (gallery); Japanese items
participate in numerous temporary displays, as well as internal (inside the museum) and external
(including international projects).

In the last two decades the MAE RAS had many joint projects (both research and exposition) with the
Japanese partners, such as The Japan Foundation, the National Ethnological Museum (MINPAKU) in
Osaka, The Historiographical Institute of the University of Tokyo, The National Institute for Cultural
Properties, Tokyo, Chiba University, the NBTHK and other Japanese museums and centers for the research

and preservation of cultural objects.

[12813H]
The future of the museum is not only digitally.

Johannes Wieninger
(MAK-Osterreichisches Museum fiir angewandte Kunst/Gegenwartskunst, Austria)

We are all aware of the importance of digital information.

Over the past 20 years, we have spent a lot of energy into the digital processing of our collections and
their global availability. The "information society" contributes a great deal to support knowledge sharing
and international contacts.

But we should not forget that our guests and visitors don't visit our museums because of the digital data,
but to see "real" objects and real artworks.

The founding ideas of the great museums of the world are to offer information about past times, distant
lands and cultures. In addition the question raises whether museums not even should be a kind of "cabinet
of wonder", where you can marvel at and discover.

The digital possibilities form a second level in our museums and galleries, the originals won't be replaced.

I believe, also in the future cultural exchange will take place through people, artifacts and ideas.
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Japanese culture studies and premodern Japanese books in French
libraries and museums

Christophe Marquet
(Maison franco-japonaise, French Research Institute on Japan)

Presentation outline

During the age of Japonism in nineteenth-century France, in addition to ukiyo-e woodblocks, paintings,
porcelain, lacquerware, okimono and other art objects, collections of Japanese books (hanpon) were also
assembled. The majority of these were illustrated books (eiribon) and pictures albums (gafu) from the Edo
period. For this reason, major collections of Japanese books can be found in various libraries and museums
throughout France, but these have not necessarily been properly researched and put to use. Christophe
Marquet has spent over twenty years researching the Emmanuel Tronquois (1855-1918) collection at the
Bibliothéque nationale de France, and has helped organise exhibitions of Edo period art books and ukiyo-e
throughout France (Bibliothéque du Havre 1996, Bibliothéque nationale de France 2007 and 2008, Musée des
beaux-arts de Rouen 2009, Musée des beaux-arts de Nancy 2011, Musée Champollion 2013), thereby shining
a light on these collections. Furthermore, he has published numerous facsimiles and French translations of
illustrated books by Japanese artists from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, including Tachibana
Morikuni, Ooka Shunboku, Nakamura Hochii, Hokusai, Utamaro, Kuwagata Keisai, and Kawanabe Kyosai,
with explanations of their contents. I propose to consider how these various publications and Japanese

books from the Edo period might promote overseas research into Japanese culture.
Profile

Art historian, professor at the National Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations (INALCO) in
Paris, and head of the Maison Franco-Japonaise in Tokyo, Christophe Marquet specialises in the history of
art and publishing in Japan. He has published many academic papers on Japanese book history: “Printed
books in the Edo period: the golden age of Japanese publishing”, Back Cover, 2013; “Learning Painting in
Books: Typology, Readership, and Uses of Printed Painting Manuals during the Edo Period”, in Listen, Copy,
Read. Popular Learning in Early Modern Japan (Brill, 2014). He has also edited several books on this topic,
including: Du pinceau a la typographie (From Brush Calligraphy to Typography, EFEO, 2006). He recently
published a book on Japanese folk paintings: Otsu-e: imagerie populaire du Japon (Otsu-e: Japanese popular

imagery, Picquier Ed., 2015)
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Edo period Japanese collections in the Netherlands: introducing the
archaeological artefacts in the Siebold collection -

Ilona Bausch
(Tokyo University)

This presentation will provide an introduction to the Japanese archaeological artefacts acquired in Japan
during the Late Edo period by Philipp Franz Von Siebold (1796-1866), which are nowadays partially
displayed at the Sieboldhuis in Leiden, the Netherlands. The famous “Japan Collection” at Leiden was
collected during the first half of the 19thcentury by Philipp Franz Von Siebold (1796-1866) and his
contemporaries at the request of the Dutch Government. The majority consists of ethnographic material
dating from the Late Edo period, because its primary purpose was to educate the Dutch people about Japan
and its unique trade relationship with the Netherlands. However, a very small part consists of
archaeological materials from the Jomon-Kofun periods. So far, these have not received much attention, but
they are significant for reflecting the early 19th century ideas concerning Japanese antiquities—both by

Siebold and Japanese scholars.

Von Siebold’s ability to collect was strongly influenced by the Sakoku policies of the Edo period, when
Dutch traders were confined to Nagasaki. Therefore, von Siebold collected most of his materials during his
one Court Journey to Edo in 1826. This paper will deal with the following questions: what type of
archaeological materials was Siebold able to collect under these limited circumstances? How and from
where did he acquire the objects, and what do we know about the personal networks that he used? Did
Siebold focus on similar types of antiquities as his Japanese contemporaries? How did he categorize and
interpret the Japanese archaeological objects, and how did he incorporate their significance in his

understanding of Edo period Japanese society as described in his masterwork “Nippon”?

Seinan Gakuin University Museum and the Siebold Collection

Miyazaki Katsunori (Director, Seinan Gakuin University Museum)
Abe Daichi (Collection Researcher, Seinan Gakuin University Museum)

[Seinan Gakuin University Museum]

This museum was established in 2006 as part of an educational initiative of Seina Gakuin University.
Focusing on exhibits centered around Christian culture, the museum will celebrate its tenth anniversary
next year. The building it is located in was designed by William M. Vories and has been a symbol of the
school since 1921.

There are generally four kinds of exhibitions, all of which are free and open to the public. These include

our permanent exhibits, which introduce the school’'s history and Christian history; “special exhibitions”



WO A v b7 — 7 R & HASAL%E

held twice a year in cooperation with local municipalities and university museums; “project exhibitions”
planned and exhibited by student staff; and beginning last year “satellite exhibitions” or “mutual loan
feature exhibitions” that are held continually in cooperation with Kokugakuin University and
Minamishimabara City in Nagasaki. Our exhibits engage with area contributions, practical education, and
external cooperation.

Furthermore, despite our small scale we also aim to conduct practical research on how to succeed as a
university museum through such activities as holding a children’s workshop geared toward primary school
students in the local community and studying actual conditions at museums and university museums

nationwide..

[The Siebold Collection]

The son of a physician, Philipp Siebold studied medicine at Germany’s University of Wiirzburg. After
graduation, he sought work in the Netherlands where he found employment as a lieutenant surgeon
attached to the Dutch East India Company that gave him a salary of 3,600 guilders, roughly US$300,000 in
modern terms. Employed at the age of 27, Siebold was already receiving special treatment. In 1823, he
arrived in Batavia, a station for Holland's Oriental trade. He was posted to Japan, and arrived here in
August of that year. The Netherlands had been made a part of France following Napoleonic Wars, but it
had regained its independence after the Treaty of Vienna was concluded in 1864. The new government
looked into resuming trade with Japan as a way to rebuild the nation. Siebold was entrusted with the task
of making a “comprehensive, scientific” study of Japan and provided with a considerable budget to
accomplish this task. This specifically entailed shipping Japanese vegetable seeds and animal specimens
back to Holland. The plant and anthropological material he collected in Japan can be found today around
Holland and elsewhere in Europe.

We will examine the present state of the “things” assembled by Siebold in the 1820s and their possible

future uses.

A Perspective on the Formation of Japan Collections in Europe:
Heinrich von Siebold and Antiquarians of the Early Meiji Period

UCHIKAWA Takashi
(Kokugakuin University Museum)

With the birth of the Meiji period and the attendant confusion of the anti-Buddhist movement (haibutsu
kishaku) and change from domains to prefectures, many government-employed foreign specialists and other
foreign residents were responsible for the movement of a variety of Japanese artworks and other cultural
artifacts abroad. In that context, in the same way as the relationship of people like E. S. Morse (1838-1925)
and Ninagawa Noritane (1853-1882) to the collection of ceramics, a considerable number of such people built
their collections upon a good understanding of the essential value of the objects they were collecting.

Heinrich (Henry) von Siebold was one of those persons.
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Siebold came to Japan with his brother Alexander in 1869, and, as an intermediary for the Meiji
government, established relationships with many antiquarians around the time of the Vienna International
Exposition of 1873. He invited fellow antiquarians in Tokyo to a gathering called the Antiquary Club
(Kobutsukai), establishing a direct network with antiquarians while personally amassing a large collection
of antiques as well. It must not be forgotten that he was also responsible for introducing to Japan the latest
European trends regarding museology and the preservation of cultural properties. In this and other ways
he exerted a great influence on the people responsible for the administration of policies regarding cultural
properties in modern Japan.

Siebold donated some 5,200 items of his personal Japan collection to the Imperial Austrian Museum in
1888, and while the collection was later dispersed, the contents are still preserved in several Austrian
museums. Published in 1879, his book Japan Archaeology includes a list of items he collected in the course of
his contacts with other antiquaries, and items on the list have been confirmed in present-day Japan.

My presentation today aims at uncovering the concrete trends in Japan related to the formation of Japan
collections in foreign countries. Toward this end I will discuss the connections Siebold had with other
antiquaries listed on the advertisement for the first meeting (December 6, 1875) of the Antiquary Club
(Kobutsukai) which he founded.

—Advertisement—

To advance knowledge nothing beats searching for old and new things; since birth I have been an
inveterate lover of ancient things, and since I've collected quite a few over these years, on this occasion I
have decided with several friends to have an exhibit, to display things old and new, and have fellow
antiquaries evaluate them and discuss for each its value, and in that way I would be pleased to contribute
in some small way to the search for knowledge.

The garden trees have taken on autumn’s hues and the peak of Fuji is cloaked in white, while in the sea
off Shinagawa, the pleasant scene of fishing boats in these spring-like days of early winter appears small
enough to be taken in hand; and just in that sense I ask each attendee to take in hand an object to bring,

and feel free as well to invite a friend, with the hope that we may have a truly estimable group of attendees

on that day.
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Open from early morning, December 6
Closing at 4:00 P.M.

To be held come rain or shine.
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The Eisei Bunko Museum and Its Connections with Museums Outside
Japan: Issues and Considerations

Miyake Hidekazu
(Eisei Bunko Museum)

The Eisei Bunko Museum is a privately owned museum located in Bunkyo Ward, Tokyo. The museum'’s
holdings are built around the formal collection of the Hosokane family, a daimyo clan in the Edo period and
a marquisate in the early modern period—as well as other objects accumulated by the household that run
the gamut from Japanese fine art, history, and literature to the field of Oriental archaeology. This small
institution has just seven employees working under its director; nonetheless, the activities of its founder,
Marquis Hosokawa Moritatsu (1883-1970), and his personal network, as well as the assistance the facility
has recived with its literature holdings have resulted in a collection that is widely known throughout the
world.

The museum has conducted numerous exchange programs with museums outside of Japan. One notable
effort from the past half-decade in this area was the “Lords of the Samurai: The Legacy of a Daimyo Family”
exhibition held in 2009 at the Asian Art Museum of San Francisco, for which the Eisei Bunko Museum
provided artifacts to be displayed. Another such effort is the and the shunga exhibit currently on view at
the Eisei Bunko Museum. This program is the result of an effort to bring to Japan the British Museum’s
“Shunga: Sex and Pleasure in Japanese Art” exhibition of 2013 to 2014, which was based partially on
materials from the British Museum’s collection. The larger paper provides a brief overview of how these
two exhibitions came about.

Smaller scale examples of the Museum’s exchange and cooperation activities include the artifacts it
provided the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery for its "Chigusa and the Art of Tea” exhibition of 2013 as well as the
Museum'’s involvement with the 2012 International Conference on Bamboo Carving at the Shanghai
Museum. An examination of how these initiatives were accomplished demonstrates the vital role played by
the personal networks of the Museum’s director and curators.

Such examples highlight the fact that the Eisei Bunko Museum ordinarily takes a passive role in such
exchanges. Also, the Museum does not have any permanent cooperative or information exchange
relationships with any institutions outside Japan. Its achievements in this area were not the result of the
museum taking an affirmative stance toward international ties; rather, they were the results of individuals
not connected with the Museum obtaining information about it through books and being forthright in using
their personal networks.

The current focus of the Eisei Bunko Museum may be to develop ongoing connections between it and
relevant institutions outside the country through the use of electronic means of distributing information
and building relations at the institutional level, but various issues arise from how small the institution is

and the difficulties of distributing the workload and working hours.



Abstracts

Possibilities and Problems for the Exhibits of Historical Materials at
the Toyo Bunko Museum

Okazaki Rena
(Toyo Bunko)

Toyo Bunko, founded in 1924, is a specialist library and research institution for the study of the Orient
(used here as a general term for various academic studies of Asia and Africa). The Library employs roughly
250 researchers (including visiting professors and additional posts) who conduct research aimed at
developing its collection of over 1,000,000 objects. It is also active in pursuing exchanges with overseas
research institutions; furthermore, the multilingual research bulletin it has published continuously since its
inception serves to distribute the results of research conducted in Japan about Asia and Africa around the
world.

The fruits of these efforts have been aimed at researchers and specialists, but in 2011 the Library opened
a museum whose purpose is to offer a space for a wider audience to enjoy our facilities and deepen their
education regardless of their level of historical knowledge. The Museum is only just beginning to build a
track record of exhibitions, but it is rare for Japan in that books play the central role here.

In this presentation, I will present some of the exhibit ideas we pursued thus far as well as look at the
outcomes of those plans. I hope this presentation can also provide us with an opportunity to discuss some of
the questions these activities have raised for us about handling of historical materials and cultural artifacts,
and share our understandings of these problems.

The most important feature of the Toyo Bunko Museum'’s exhibits related to Japan has been their goal of
situating Japan in the context of the larger cultural continuum of Asia. The “Toyo” in Toyo Bunko means
“Orient” and refers to “Asia including Japan.” This perspective has been at the Library’'s core since its
inception, and it is reflected both in the structure of its collection and in the themes and orientation of the
exhibitions. In the formal presentation, I will provide examples of typical Toyo Bunko exhibitions for how
they show our approach to this Japan-related theme.

Next, more than a few of the various historical materials in our collection require special techniques and
considerable forethought before they can be displayed to the public. If we think about what it means to
make resources visible to the public, we can see that one of the roles a museum plays is constructing an
environment appropriate for exhibiting materials to the public. This past year will be remembered as one
which the first major exhibition took place in Japan of shunga. The exhibition had already been held
overseas where it was favorably reviewed, but the exhibitors in Japan experienced moer hardships than
they had imagined possible in order to open it here. Toyo Bunko itself exhibited a number of shunga in 2014
on a smaller scale. Based on the experience of that exhibition, I would like to present some of my views on
the problems that emerge as a product of museums presenting a diversity of materials..

Finally, I would like to present some actual examples of the kinds of information that Toyo Bunko has
tried to deliver to foreign audiences and the problems that have arisen. The museum provides a variety of
services for international visitors, but many problems need to be solved if those services are to be made
more effective. Furthermore, the ongoing digitization of materials in museum holdings is raising the

possibility that cultural artifacts will be made available for public inspection not just at “museums” but also
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in a growing variety of other locations in the future. Mindful of the steps that Toyo Bunko has itself taken
in the area of reaching out to international audiences and the problems that have arisen, I hope we can

generate a discussion here with an active exchange of opinions on such matters.

Museum’s Recent Activities and Outreach Programs for Future
Globalization

Yamazaki Taeko
(Yamatane Museum of Art)

The Yamatane Museum of Art was established in 1966 as Japan’s first art museum specializing in
Japanese painting (nihonga). Next year this institution will celebrate its 50th anniversary. The collection
consists of over 1800 works, mainly modern and contemporary nihonga, a large group of which were donated
by the museum’s founder, Yamazaki Taneji (1893-1983) who was also the founder of the Yamatane Securities
Co., Ltd. (now known as the SMBC Friend Securities). The museum was originally located in the district of
Kabuto-cho in Tokyo's Nihonbashi area, and in 2009 moved to the newly completed present building in the
Hiro-o district at Shibuya ward.

The museum organizes 5-6 exhibitions per year, during which we receive about 150,000 visitors in total (as
of 2014). While holding various events in connection with our exhibitions, we also support the cultural
activities of our museum cafe and shop from the standpoint of “regarding art as a part of life,” increasing
services aimed to create an atmosphere that allows everyone to experience multiple aspects related with
fine arts.

Currently, only about 1.5% of our annual visitors are from foreign countries (as of November 2015), but the
trend of foreign visitors is increasing. In order to meet the demands of a 21st century global society, we
believe that the fact of providing appeal and services to foreign audiences visiting Japan and overseas
residents is indispensable, and our museum is making various efforts towards that end. First, as can be
expected in a location close to embassies, we are often requested to give guided tours in English and French
for diplomatic delegations. Furthermore, for our internet-based information services to the public, we have
been updating our website bilingually in Japanese and English, posting daily updates partially written in
English over SNS such as “Facebook” and “Twitter.” We are also participating in the Google Art Project,
which enables peoples to create links with various art museums around the world. Thanks to these
outreach activities based on internet tools, we can easily overcome the barriers of national borders and time
differences in order to convey more detailed information about our museum’s collection and the allure of
nihonga to the wider world.

There has been a noticeable amount of positive reactions and an increase of actual visits by website-users
Moreover, it can be said that our Internet-based promotional and cultural activities help us in triggering
visits to the museum. On top of this, especially during this year, we are engaging with multilingual services
for providing information about our exhibitions with the support of the Agency for Cultural Affairs. We are

also implementing Japanese-English bilingual panels and labels, as well as the publication of English
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leaflets. All these initiatives are meeting with a favorable reception.

On another note, in connection with our 50th anniversary, the museum created a new symbol that will
appeal to all audiences regardless of nationality, gender or age. It combines the name “Yamatane” written
horizontally in the Roman alphabet with the Chinese characters for “ H 4[] (nihonga)” written vertically.
Furthermore, commemorating the 50th anniversary, we will resume an art competition for young artists of
nihonga, “Seed—Yamatane Museum of Art Nihonga Awards,” in order to encourage global future talents.

Nihonga, alias the centerpiece of this museum’s collection, reflects Japan’s traditional aesthetics.
Accordingly, we believe that introducing nihonga globally means to introduce Japanese culture overseas.
Above all, since nihonga (Japanese modern painting after Meiji period (1868-1912)) have been largely
influenced by Western fine arts, they may look familiar to visitors from abroad, and would be suitable for
transmitting Japanese art to the world. However, considering peoples’ interests in Japanese fine arts
overseas, it should be underlined that the awareness of nihonga between Meiji and Showa periods is still at
an initial stage compared with the fame attributed to pre-Edo period ancient masterpieces or contemporary
art. We believe multilingual information transmission has been an effective measure to confront such
conditions. In order to build a collection database on the web, there have been issues about clearing
copyrights of images and costs for finding personnels to provide continuous multilingual services. In the

future, however, we would like to make positive and continuing efforts in both analog and digital media.
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