Why Swords are Sacred ?

In Japan’ s long history ofdleity worship, swords have been used to express
deities’ powers as well as served as important offerings to them.

In this exhibition we
historical backdrop to the relationships between deities/shrines and swords.

Topics include ancie

3
®

>t
H-
SHARM

ol

% [N
T ]

qz_ -

-

WNISNIA AJISISAIUN UINYEIN O]

Special Exhibition

: Dedicated to the Deities

=:aveling the relationships between Deities, Shrines. and S

'Vom “Rituals and Swords” in Ancient Japan
to “Samurai and Shrines” in the 40goku area.
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ill trace their development as such, making clear the

rituals and swords as seen in historical texts such as i

the ancient Kojiki (Re€prds of Ancient Matters) and Nihon shoki (Chronicles of

Japan), as well as the;
related legends, an

area during the m

edieval Azuma Kagami (History of Kamakura Shogunate), e
amurai and shrine-related religious beliefs in the Tdgoku ' /

ieval period.
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